
 
Key areas of the Northern Ireland Curriculum Key Stage 3 English Programme of Study covered in each lesson plan 
 
Lesson 1: What is 
news? 

Talking and Listening. Expected Outcomes. 
b) Recognise and talk about the need to match content to audience and purpose, for example, discuss 
how a school circular presents information about a trip abroad to younger pupils. 
Writing 
Introduction. Every opportunity should be taken to provide a readership for a pupil's work: through 
external competitions. 

Lesson 2: Finding 
and gathering the 
news 

Reading activities. 
o) Selecting information from texts and re-ordering and re-working it for a specific purpose and 
audience. 
Talking and Listening. Expected Outcomes. 
 d) Use source materials and contemporary topics as the basis for hypothesis, reasoning, debate and 
argument, sorting out evidence and identifying bias, for example, examine the same news story reported 
by different newspapers. 

Lesson 3: Writing a 
news report 

Writing. Planning.  
Planning through: Determining the precise purpose and intended readership; outlining an initial 
framework; drafting when the initial thoughts are developed, evaluated and reshaped by expansion, 
addition or amendment. 
 

Lesson 4: 
Assembling a news 
report 

Writing. 
 Contribution to the Educational (Cross-curricular) Themes. Develop and apply knowledge, skills and 
understanding of information technology and use appropriate communication tools for different tasks e.g. 
compose, redraft and integrate text and graphics to communicate with wider audiences (IT).  
 

Lesson 5: Ordering 
the news 

Talking and Listening. Expected Outcomes:  
b) Recognise and talk about the need to match content to audience and purpose. 
n) Reflect on one another's participation in collaborative group work and review the success of the 
processes involved. 

Lesson 6: 
Broadcasting the 
news 

Talking and Listening. Expected Outcomes:  
h) Read aloud a text which they have prepared using tone, pace and other supporting features of speech 
to adapt presentation for the audience. 
j) Present information independently and on other occasions, as part of a group, to a familiar audience 
and support this, where appropriate, by evidence and audio-visual media. 
p) Explore the formal aspect of 'public' talk including the use of Standard English where appropriate. 

 
 


